
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Thursday, September 7, 2006 
 

Community Stakeholder Agenda for Local Mining Industry Announced Today 
 
Today, Mayor David Courtemanche and the members of the Community Stakeholders’ Task Force on 
the Future of the Local Mining Industry released a policy document entitled “Claiming Our Stake! 
Building a Sustainable Community”.  
 
The Task Force identifies 21 investment opportunities that are required to make Greater Sudbury the 
premiere, high tech mining centre for the 21st century. “Our stake is over 100 years of mining behind 
us, billions of dollars of ore beneath us, and enormous opportunities in front of us,” said Mayor David 
Courtemanche. “There is an international bidding war taking place in the Canadian mining sector, and 
Greater Sudbury is at the front lines. What happens here in the next few months will re-define the 
Canadian mining industry and this community for the next century”. 
 
The document provides a framework for the community’s agenda as it relates to the future of the local 
mining industry. It identifies the community’s stake; that is, the needs, expectations and priorities of the 
community in building a more sustainable future. “Much of the national debate has focused on the 
implications of corporate transactions from the perspective of financial analysts and shareholders. But 
this isn’t just about shareholders. It’s about stakeholders. And our community is an important 
stakeholder,” stated Task Force member José Blanco. 
 
The document seeks to define a sustainable and equitable partnership between the community and 
industry that will endure for the rest of the century. It provides a basis for the community, local mining 
companies and senior levels of government to work together for the betterment of the community.  
“Mining companies and senior levels of government will need to make strategic investments in the city if 
we are going to establish ourselves as a global leader in mining research, education and mine supply 
and services,” said Task Force member Greg Baiden.  
 
There is an enormous opportunity for mining companies, governments and other community 
stakeholders to make the investments required to building a more sustainable community and local 
mining industry. These investment requirements include: 
•  investments in local operations; 
•  investments in training and education; 
•  investments in research and innovation; 
•  investments in local businesses; and 
• investments in a sustainable community. 
“These investments are essential if we are to create a more sustainable economy and a high quality of 



life in our community for decades to come,” added Task Force member Guy Labine. 
 
The document is the product of the Task Force’s work over the summer and reflects the wisdom and 
vision of a broad cross-section of the community that includes the Greater Sudbury Development 
Corporation, the Chamber of Commerce, labour representatives, elected officials, business leaders, 
researchers, post-secondary institutes and former industry executives. The Task Force members include: 
• Michael Atkins, Publisher, Laurentian Publishing Inc 
• Greg Baiden, Canadian Research Chair in Robotics & Mine Automation 
• Jose Blanco, Former Inco Executive 
• David Courtemanche, Mayor, City of Greater Sudbury 
• Dick DeStefano, Director, Sudbury Area Mining Supply & Services Assoc 
• John Gammon, Director of Mining Initiatives, Laurentian University 
• Jim Grassby, Former Inco Executive 
• Rick Grylls, President, Mine Mill Local 598 C.A.W. 
• Narasim Katary, Former Director, Ontario Municipal Board 
• Risto Laamanen, CEO, Wallbridge Mining Company Ltd 
• Guy Labine, Chair, Greater Sudbury Development Corporation 
• Debbi Nicholson, President, Greater Sudbury Chamber of Commerce 
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Media Contact: 
 
Paul Demers, Principal Advisor 
Mayor’s Office 
City of Greater Sudbury 
Tel: 705-674-4455, ext. 2012 
Cell: 705-665-6468    


















































